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VETERINARY EDUCATION. 


When the schools re-open, we may expect to hear 
the subjects of professional education and pro- 
fessional examinations referred to in some, if not 
all, of the inaugural addresses. Of the two sub- 
jects, the first is by far the most important, and 
scarcely receives the attention it deserves from 
practitioners. Whether it is possible, by readjust- 
ing the various medical curricula, to increase their 
efficiency in moulding the practitioners of the 
future, is being seriously debated in the sister pro- 
fession at present. A similar problem might well 
be considered by veterinarians. 

Medical and veterinary education are very similar 
in many respects, and some of the criticism levelled 
at the former may be found applicable to the latter 
also. One difticulty common to both is that the 
subjects taught have expanded much more rapidly 
than the period of study, and the remedy that 
naturally suggests itself - lengthening the student’s 
College course—is out of the question at present. 
It may be found possible to improve the present 
conditions, either by removing some excess of detail 
from certain subjects, or by to some extent altering 
the methods of tuition. 

In the preliminary medical studies especially—such 
as chemistry and biology— it is said by some that there 
is a tendency to teach each subject too much as a 
separate science, without paying due regard to the 
limitations of its bearing upon professional practice. 
Such a tendency is natural on the part of teachers who 
are specialists ; it probably exists in at least son.e medi- 
cal schools, and may not be absent from our own. A 
junior subject of the greatest importance is anatomy, 
and it is generally admitted that voth medical and 
veterinary graduates often enter practice by no means 
well equipped in anatomical knowledge. In our own 
profession, a course of surgical anatomy has several 
times been suggested, and this would no donbt do 
good. A more revolutionary suggestion by some 
medical men is to at least greatly curtail the course 
of anatomical lectures, utilising the time saved for 
practical work. In other subjects than anatomy, 
indeed, there is a distinct section of medical men who 
hold that too much time is spent in the lecture 
room, and that the great bulk of the student’s work 
within the college walls should be practical. Un- 
doubtedly many lectures are little more than repetitions 
of text-books, and though a revolt against lectures 
might be carried too far, the tendency to insist upon 
increased practical training is a healthy sign. 

These are only a few points in a subject which affords 
room for much discussion. A good paper could be pre- 
sented to a Veterinary Society upon it, but the essayist 
should be familiar with our present tuition, and con- 
versant with the needs of daily practice. 





TUBERCULOSIS AFFECTING THE DORSAL 
VERTEBRA OF A MARE. 


Owing to the comparatively uncommon occur- 
rence of tuberculosis in this position in the equine 
species, I herewith enclose photos: and a short 
description of a case which has been under 
my care for several months past. 

The animal, a five-year-old nag mare, first came 
under observation on April 11th of the present year, 
when it was found to have “filled” hocks, and 
presented a rather stiff appearance in movement, 
both in front and behind. Treatment removed this 
condition, and I did not see her again until May 19. 

On this date she was suffering from influenza- 
common in the district at the time. Her tempera- 
ture was 106, nasal catarrh, swollen parotids and 
submaxillary, together with a cough. One of the 
most noticeable features at this time was the stiff 
manner in which she moved her neck and head, 
consequently I advised a good application of stimu- 
lating liaiment to the whole of the region, but 
although the acute symptoms gradually abated, the 
in:mobility of the neck and head persisted—in fact 
gradually became more pronounced. At this time 
also, she always rested ber near fore leg in a for- 
ward position, about a foot in front of the other fore 
leg, and stood with her nose pointed out in front 
of her. 

If trotted she was lame in the near fore limb, 
and grunted at each movement when going down 
hill. Her appetite remained good, but she had to 
be fed from a manger owing to her inability to get 
her nose down ; it was practically impossible to get 
it within a couple of feet of the floor, and in this 
condition she continued with little variation. Al- 
though efforts were made to locate the mischief no 
symptoms were presented to assist us. 

Having watched the case carefully I arrived at 
the conclusion that there was some condition 
affecting the vertebre either at the base of the 
neck or the anterior part of the dorsal portion of 
the spine; consequently I advised the owner to 
put her into a box, feed her well, and let her take 
her chance. Finally, however, he turned her out 
into a small hilly pasture where, by extending her 
near fore and flexing her off fore limb, she en- 
deavoured to get a “ bite.” 

She gradually became thinner—lost the muscles 
of the neck; this was most marked; gradual and 
increasing paralysis of her hind quarters followed 
until slaughter was found to be the only course to 
adopt. 

On post-mortem nothing abnormal was observed, 
therefore the spinal bones were “ fleshed” with the 
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result that several of the supra-spinal processes 
were noticed to be most irregular on their lateral 
surfaces; these were boiled, when the diseased 
parts were most noticeable. Several of the 
vertebre were firmly attached to one another, and 
were only removed with much force, and nodular 
growths were to be found as far as the last dorsal 
portion of the spinal bones. 

Thinking the condition was one of ossifying sar- 
coma, I sent them to Sir J. M‘Fadyean for exami- 
nation. In his absence Mr. Ernest Sheather kindly 
undertook the examination—and he reports that 
the condition was tuberculosis. 

Witu1am Brown, M.R.C.YV.S. 

Worksop. 








ABDOMINAL ABSCESS WITH PERITONITIS 
AS A SEQUEL. 


On the Ist inst a 12-year old mare “ cavalry 
type " was admitted sick. 

History. On previous day animal had been 
noticed at riding school to have had a “ rolling 
gait” behind when trotting. She, however, 
appeared all right after “school.” On morning 
of Ist, she appeared “ weak ’’ when taken out of 
stable, and was “sent sick.”” This animal in 7, 4-12 
years service, had only 5 previous entries against 
her on her veterinary history sheet, none of a serious 
nature. Temperature and respirations were normal, 
pulse irregular and weak, posterior extremities were 
carried well apart and there was some difficulty in 
movement. 

Symptoms and Course. Theanimal was thoroughly 
examined but nothing was discovered that would 
lead to a diagnosis of her peculiar gait. She was 
however kept under observation and treated for 
anemia. Until the morning of the 4th inst. there 
was little alteration in the animal’s condition, her 
temperature rose and fell between 101 and 103, and 
her appetite became poorer. Qn the morning of 
the 4th her temperature had fallen to normal rising 
in the evening to 103°4, her respirations were slightly 
quickened, ber pulse, still very weak and irregular, 
was 68, and her appetite was worse—practically ni/. 
During the day the animal frequently passed urine 
in very small quantities, but there was no motion of 
the bowels, and symptoms of abdominal pain were 
shewn. Arectal examination was again made and 
rectum found empty: towards its junction with the 
floating colon its lumen was narrowed, apparently 
by pressure from below, although the case was in 
no way tympanitic or swollen : passage of the hand 
through this narrow portion revealed the pressure, 
just beyond, of a quantity of faecal matter. As 
fast as this was removed a fresh supply was passed 
into this portion of the intestine (some 3 lb. being 
removed in all) pointing to an absence of obstruc- 
tion anterior to this spot. The catheter was then 
passed but with difficulty, on account of straining, 
no flow of urine followed. These operations caused 
considerable straining which lasted for some time: 
a glycerine enema was now given and was followed 











by a good bowel motion in about 2 hours, straining 
of such a violent character followed this motion that 
the administration of a sedative was indicated. The 
animal passed a restless night. 

The following morning (the 
perature fell to 102, falling 
wards evening to 101, pulse 70, respirations 
still slightly quickened, and _ appetite very 
poor. Animal continued in pain during the day 
lying continually on right side. Again frequent 
passage of urine was noted and fecal matter had 
to be removed by hand as on previous day. This 
was slightly blood tinged and coated with mucus. 
Straining was again very marked after this opera- 
tion, and in about two hours was followed by two 
natural but byno means copious motions. Appetite 
improved a little towards evening, but case was very 
weak. The possibility of an abdominal tumour or 
abscess, situated probably in the vicinity of the 
pelvis, was nuw diagnosed, and the possibility of an 
operation considered, but the vagueness of its loca- 
tion, if even it existed, appeared to contradict such 
a proceeding. 

On the 6th and 7th inst. there was little or no 
alteration in the animal’s symptoms, but her con- 
dition became considerably weaker. 

On the 8th she appeared much brighter, tempera- 
ture 101 in morning, rising to 102-4 in evening, 
appetite fair, free motion of bowels, and straining 
very much less marked. Still animal was very 
weak and remained lying most of the day, being 
moved over to the left side—(she invariably lay 
down on the right)—on account of bed sore. 

On the 9th temperature was from 102 in the 
morning to 105°4 in the evening, she had free bowel 
motions and her appetite remained fair, but she 
appeared very weak. 

On the 10th, temperature was 103, rising to 105 
in evening, visible mucous membrane was much 
injected, pulse very weak and rapid 80 to 90. 
Marked symptoms of peritonitis setting in when 
the animal was in such a weak state indicated an 
early fatal termination, and the animal died at 4.30 
a.m. on the morniug of the 11th. 

Post-mortem Examination.—A post-mortem ex- 
amination was made the same day with the follow- 
ing results : 

External appearance. Body badly nourished, 
bed sores present on right cheek, shoulder and hip; 
also on left side in same situation but not to such a 
marked degree. 

Internal appearance. Small quantity of purulent 
material present in left iliac region; evidence of 
peritonitis present, most marked in that portion of 
the peritoneum forming the vesico uterine ligament, 
marked congestion of walls of floating colon in its 
posterior half, This portion of the intestinal canal 
contained 3 to 4 |b. of fecal matter, blood-stained and 
mucus coated. An abscess was present, situated in 
the folds of the vesico-uterine ligament, between 
the body of the uterus and the anterior border of 
the bladder, extending forwards and upwards on 
either side of the body of the uterus. There wasa 
rupture in the most anterior portion of the left side 
of this abcess, through which part of its contents 
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had been evacuated into the peritoneal cavity. This 
abcess was of sufficient size to contain some 2 pints 
of purulent material. The spleen was slightly 
enlarged, but otherwise was apparently normal. 
Other organs apparently normal. 

Notes. 1. The narrowing of the lumen of the 
anterior part of the rectum, noted on the 4th inst. 
as being possibly due to pressure from below, is, I 
think, peculiar. The abscess in question could hardly 
have caused such pressure. Could such narrowing 
be accounted for by the wish of the animal to avoid 
the pain caused by the passage of fwces through 
the rectum over the situation of the abscess? This 
would also account for normal motions of the bowels 
after the 8th inst., when probably the abscess had 
ruptured. The symptoms after that date being those 
of peritonitis. 

2. The situation of the abscess was such that if 
it had been positively diagnosed and located prior 
to or on the 8th inst., it would have been perhaps 
possible to have tapped it per vaginam, but by neither 
rectal or vaginal examination was I able to confirm 
or locate its presence. Diagrams and photos 
attached. 

J. J. Arrken, Capt., A.V.C. 

P.S.—I intended to make a microscopic examina- 
tion of the contents of this abscess, but unfortu- 
nately the pus, etc., collected was thrown away in 
error before I had examined it. 





CARBOLIC INJECTIONS FOR MANGE. 


A spaniel bitch, three years old, suffering from 
patches of mange, which failed to yield to ordinary 
treatment Ten c.c. of 2 per cent. watery solution 
of carbolic acid were injected round the edges of the 
largest patch, and in a few hours the irritation was 
allayed and the edges of the patch seemed like 
beginning to heal, which next day was confirmed. 

Two days later the treatment was renewed 3 cm. 
nearer the centre, and after a steady healing went 
on till in a fortnight all traces of the disease had 
disappeared. 

Another smaller patch was treated with 2 ¢.c. in- 
jection of Eudrenine in five places, this also seemed 
effective, and after renewal on the fourth day re- 
covery ensued. 

This was an experimental case to test the two 
forms of treatment, neither of which had any bad 
effect, the carbolic injections certainly had a very 
rapid effect on the parasites. 

F. E. Puace. 








ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 





A Meruop or AMPUTATING THE PENIS. 
Max Knitl ,in the Wochenschrift fiir Tierheilkunde 
und Viehzucht, describes a method of amputating 
the penis, which he has adopted in order to avoid 
subsequent urethral stricture. The subject was a 
four-year-old gelding, which had been affected for a 






The animal being cast as for castration, and 
anesthetised, an elastic catheter was introduced into 
the urethra. An incision was then made in the 
median line, a little behind the junction between 
the prepuce and the free portion of the penis, and 
the urethra was exposed. The urethra was incised 
longitudinally for about three centimetres (=1, 1/5 
inch), and the edges of the urethral wound were 
united to the superficial skin by close sutures. In 
front of the artificial opening thus provided for the 
urethra, the free portion of the penis was removed 
by the actual cautery, the resulting hemorrhage 
being insignificant. Some local swelling appeared 
subsequently, and the stitches tore away from the 
urethra. Nevertheless, a union between the 
urethral edges and the skin resulted in afew weeks. 

When Knitl recorded the case, nearly four 
months after the operation, the animal was still 
urinating without impediment, and Knitl considered 
all fear of stricture had passed. The amputation 
wound healed well. 

Knit] admits that this is not an ideal method of 
amputating the penis, on account of the situation 
at which the artificial orifice is created. He con- 
siders, however, that it is the most practical pro- 
cedure to adopt in the horse, and that it reduces 
the danger of subsequent stricture to the mini- 
mum, 


TUBERCULOSIS IN A CALF IN UTERO. 


Ellermann and De Waal, in the Tijdschrift voor 
veeartoenijkunde, record a case of a six years old 
cow, eight months advanced in her third gestation, 
which rather suddenly developed symptoms of 
acute cerebral excitement, and was slaughtered 
on that account. 

At the autopsy, the authors found tuberculous 
lesions in the retro-pharyngeal glands. Numerous 
miliary tubercles, of the size of a pin’s head, were 
found at the base of the brain. The dura mater 
was crammed with miliary tubercles having opaque 
centres, in which numerous acid fast bacilli were 
discovered. No tubercles were observed either in 
the hemispheres, the medulla oblongata, or the 
spinal cord. 

The pulmonary parenchyma and the bronchial 
glands were tuberculous; the right heart was 
normal, while a proliferation of the size of a large 
walnut, surrounded by others of volumes varying 
from that of a pea to a pin’s head, was present on 
the left side. 

Microscopic examination revealed a great number 
of acid fast bacilli in this large neoplasm. The 
uterine cotyledons were of a yellowish colour; their 
crypts were occupied by a caseous mass which 
extended into the pedicles. The internal face of 
the womb was covered by the same material, in 
which tubercle bacilli were found in pure culture. 

The foetal envelopes were nearly normal. The 
hepatic glands, and also the hepatic parenchyma, 
of the fotus contained tuberculous lesions; the 
mesenteric glands showed here and there some 
small caseous centres, and even one calcified one. 





year with complete paralysis of the penis. 
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The glands of the anterior part of the body—retro- 
pharyngeal, submaxillary, prescapular, and axillary 
—were double the normal volume, and contained 
small yellowish-grey tubercles, rich in bacilli. The 
glands of the posterior part of the body were 
normal. 

The tuberculous nature of the lesions was demon- 
strated by intra-peritoneal injections into the 
guinea-pig. 

The authors conclude their report of this case 
of tuberculous endo-metritis with transmission to 
the foetus by remarking that, as the lesion found 
in the maternal heart contained bacilli, they are of 
opinion that transmission took place by the blood 
stream. They consider that the bacilli reached the 
cotyledons about two months before slaughter, and 
produced endo-metritis, which, owing to dehi- 
scences of the capillaries, resulted in invasion of 
the umbilical vessels by the bacilli, and consequent 
general infection of the fetus. The extent of the 
foetal lesions supported this view.—(Annales de 
Méd. Vet. W. RB. C. 


Preriop or Digestion 1x Horses. 

Dr. A. Cugnini, of the Milan Veterinary School, 
has recently carried out a number of experiments 
to determine the length of time that food remains 
in the horse’s digestive canal, they are too lengthy 
to reproduce in detail, but his conclusions are that 
the indigestible portion of food is ejected as faces 
in four to five days, thus agreeing with Ellenberger, 
Gouin, and Laulanie. 

That there is a good deal of difference in the time 
that food remains in the intestinal tract, varying 
from three days two hours to eight days three 
hours. The quality of the food of course greatly 
affecting the duration.—La Clinica Vét. 

TUBERCULIN REACTIONS. 

Dr. A. Banizza, of Modena Veterinary School, 
has been studying tuberculin reactions, and comes 
to the conclusion that : 

1. The cuti and dermi reactions, applied separ- 
ately to non-tuberculous animals cannot be relied on. 

2. The ophthalmic reaction has a very charac- 
teristic and marked effect on tubercular bovines 
which does not occur in healthy animals. 

3. The ophthalmic reaction will also occur in 
actinomycosis (thereby invalidating its value accord- 
ing to the Translator.) 

4. When ophthalmi, cuti, and dermi reactions 
are applied simultaneously there will be an ocular 
reaction in affected animals, and a doubtful one in 
healthy animals. 

5. Which may be confirmed by applying an 
ophthalmic test alone at a later period.—La Clin. 

ét. E. P. 





Dr. Cook, Medical Officer for the Tendring Rural Dis- 
trict of Essex, expresses the opinion, in his latest re- 
port, that “the greatest misfortune that ever happened 
to the dairy business was the abolition of the milkmaid. 
She could have, and generally had, clean hands, but to get 
the hands of the present cowman, who does all the dirty 
work about the place, clean is an utter impossibility.” 








ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


An ordinary general meeting was held at the Labora- 
tory of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Alperton 
Lodge, Alperton, at the invitation of S. Stockman, Esq., 
Chief Veterinary Officer, Board of Agriculture, on Fri- 
day, August 21. The President (Mr. R. C. Tennant) 
occupied the chair, and the following gentlemen signed 
the attendance book :—Members: Messrs. W. Wilson, 
Berkbampstead ; 8. Stockman, Board of Agriculture ; 
James MclI. McCall, A. L. Butters, E. L. Stroud, W.G. 
Wragg, London ; C. Wood-Page, Banbury ; James East, 
Henry G. Lepper, Aylesbury; John Hatch, Beaconsfield ; 
G. P. Male, Reading; R. Page Bull, Deddington; Sidney 
H. Slocock, Hounslow; James F. Simpson, Maidenhead; 
Sidney Villar, Harrow-on-the-Hill ; W. A. Hancock, 
Uxbridge ; and Percy J. Simpson, Hon. Sec. 

Visitors: Messrs. Elton Bell, K. E. Rankin, Richard 
Roberts, W. T. D. Broad, W. Shipley, G. Kitchin, and 
and W. Urquhart. 

On the motion of Mr. J. F. Simpson, seconded by Mr, 
E. L. Stroud, the minutes of the last meeting were taken 
as read and confirmed. 

The Hon. Sec. read communications regretting in- 
ability to be present: Messrs. Goodall, Major R. §. 
Cranford, J. McKerlie, Barnard, Major Meredith, 
Sutcliffe Hurndall, Prof. McCall of Glasgow, Pauer, 
Verney, Hanks, Howard, King, Tom Lepper, and 
Mellett. 

The Hon. SEcRETARY announced that he had received 
a letter fom Mr. Emerton resigning his membership on 
account of bad health, which prevented him from attend- 
ing to his professional duties. 

It was agreed that the Hon. Secretary should write to 
Mr. Emerton wishing for his speedy recevery and 
requesting him, even though he was unable to attend to 
his professional duties, to continue to be a member of 
the Association. 

The Hon. SECRETARY reported that, in accordance 
with the members’ wishes, he had forwarded to the wife 
of the late Mr. W. G. Flanagan the vote of condolence 
which had been passed at the last meeting, and that he 
received a letter from Mrs. Flanagan in grateful acknow- 
ledgment of the same. 


Motion By Mr. Butters. 


Mr. Butters said the nembers would recollect that at 
the last meeting there was an expression of opinion to 
the effect that it would be well for the Society to keep in 
touch with members who had to go abroad on duty and 
who therefore resigned. After considering the matter 
he had drafted the resolution which had appeared on the 
agenda paper. He thought such a method would be 
better than making members going aboad_ temporary 
Honorary Fellow: from his experience with another 
Society to which he had the honour to belong, the latter 
arrangement did not work out as well as one anticipated. 
He therefore begged to move “ That members who have 
to go abroad and resigning, can rejoin the Association 
without paying an entrance fee.” Under the present 
bye-laws no one could join the Society without paying 
an entrance fee, but under his motion members going 
abroad and resigning could rejoin without the payment 
of such a fee. 

Mr. Hatcu seconded the motion, which was carried. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson asked if there was a rule to the 
effect that no rule should be altered or added to without 
being confirmed at the Annual General Meeting. 

The Hon. Secretary replied in the negative. He 
would add the motion to the rules, and the members 
would hear the whole read out at the Annual Meeting, 
when the matter could be discussed if desired. 
It was agreed to add the motion to the rules. 
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The following gentlemen were nominated for election 
at the next meeting: Mr. W. Shipley, F.R.C.V.S., Great 
Yarmouth; Mr. R. Roberts, F.R.C.V.S., Tunbridge 
a ; Mr. G. Kitchin, M.R.C.V.S., Harrow-on-the 
Hill. 


ConcrReEss oF Royat Instirute or Posiic HEALTH. 


The Hon. Secretary explained that the members 
having heard that Mr. Villar had been appointed by the 
Central Society as their delegate to the Congress and 
were allowing a certain amount for expenses, the Royal 
Counties’ Society had also requested Mr. Villar to repre- 
sent them, but did not think it necessary to contribute 
anything towards the expenses. Mr. Villar had com- 
municated with him a few days previously, pointing out 
that the Central Society had not yet met, and that he 
thought he ought to report to that Society before report- 
ing to the Royal Counties on account of being primarily 
appointed by the Central Society. Mr. Villar’s report 
would therefore come before the next meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. Strond, seconded by Mr. East, 
it was resolved to hold the November meeting of the 
Society in London. 


Tue Late Mr. F, W. Wraae. 


The PRESIDENT proposed that a letter of condolence 
should be sent to the wife of the late Mr. Wragg, sym- 

athising with her in the death of her husband, who 
had died with tragic suddenness the previous week. 
Mr. Wragg had been well-known by all the members ; 
he had been a very old member of the Society, and was 
President exactly 20 years previously. He was a regular 
attendant st the meetings; and he had acted as 
Treasurer to the National Veterinary Association. He 
was a man universally respected and a personal friend to 
every member of the Society. His death was a great 
loss to the profession as a whole. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson, in seconding the motion, said that 
Mr. Wragg had been associated with him as a member 
of the Council of the R.C.V.S., and in all sorts of 
capacities connected with the profession for a great num- 
ber of years. It was astonishing the letters he (Mr. 
Simpson),in his new capacity as Treasurer of the National 
Association, had received from numerous members of 
the profession, containing expression of more than 
affection. Mr. Wragg was a man whom the profession 
would miss enormously ; in fact in many ways it would 
be difficult to replace him. He had lived long enough 
to make himself beloved by everybody with whom he 
came in contact. 

The motion was carried, all the members upstanding. 

Mr. J. F. Smmpson mentioned that at the meeting of 
the National Association at Brighton it was thought 
that the members of the National would like to associate 
themselves with the suggestion that there should be a 
memorial erected to the memory of the late Mr. Wragg. 
He saw many gentlemen present who had already inti- 
mated to him their desire to serve upon the Committee. 
The work of that Committee would be practically ni. 
There would be a formal calling together of those who 
desired to serve on the Committee, out of which an 
executive Committee consisting of a few gentlemen 
would be elected to carry out the details of the work 
which the full Committee might decide upon. He men- 
tioned that in order that bnsy men might not hesitate 
to put their names on the Committee. He had a great 
desire to see an enormous Committee formed. He 
would be very pleased to receive the name of any gentle- 
man who wonld serve. 

The business of the meeting then terminated, and Mr. 
Stockman proceeded to give a bacteriological demonstra- 
tion and to explain some of the experiments being 
carried on in the Laboratory. 

He exhibited the following specimens :— 





Living Trypanosoma Dimorphon from blood of a diag- 
nosis case. 

Abortion bacillus from stomach of an aborted calf. 

Pure culture of the abortion bacillus of cattle in liquid 
medium. 

Pure culture of the abortion bacillus of cattle taken 
from the uterus and surrounded by exudate. 

Epizootic lympbangitis pus, cryptococcus farciminosis 
(One specimen stained and another unstained). 

Abortion bacillus of cattle in association with many 
impurities, obtained from vagina of a case in the 
field by means of a wool swab. 

Piroplasma parvum (cause of East coast fever). 

Piroplasma bovis (cause of Kedwater in cattle in 
England). 

Piroplasma bovis (cause of Redwater in cattle in 
Africa). 

Piroplasma Canis (cause of Malignant Jaundice in dogs 
in South Africa). 

Trypanosoma Gambiensis (cause of Sleeping-sickness in 
human beings). 

Trypanosoma dimorphon stained (cause of disease in 
horses and oxen in W. Africa). 

British ticks in various stages of development. 

Mr. STocKMAN pointed out that as he had only been 
in possession for about two months, the Laboratory was 
not nearly finished, but it was sufficiently advanced to 
enable some work to be done, and he thought the Society 
would not mind visiting an incomplete place to keep 
in touch with the work which was being undertaken by 
the Board. He did not attempt to describe the estab- 
lishment as a palace, but he was exceedingly pleased 
with it as a beginning, and perhaps in the future it might 
grow into a big institution for veterinary research in 
connection with State Medicine. He and his assistants 
would do their best to make it deserving of extension, 
by trying to turn out work of practical value. 

With reference to the specimens which he exhibited, 
he said they were so varied that it would be absurd for 
him to attempt to give any detailed description of the 
diseases they represented. 

He and his colleagues were primarily engaged with 
the question of contagious abortion, but other maladies 
which were being dealt with were redwater, swine fever, 
distemper, and, in a less acute way, protozoal diseases 
which did not belong indigenously to this country, but 
which might be imported into it. They were also 
interested in a human disease which he was sure could 
never be established in this country, namely, sleeping- 
sickness, bnt which was of interest to veterinarians 
because it was a trypanosomiasis. 

In exhibiting the specimen of the abortion bacillus, 
Mr. Stockman mentioned that they had been attempting 
to discover whether different kinds of cattle abortion 
existed in various parts of the country, or whether there 
was only one variety. The method followed was to send 
to people who had written to the Board on the matter, 
and who numbered many hundreds, a swab of sterilised 
cotton wool fixed on a wire, and contained in a stock 
tube. When an animal aborted the cotton was pushed 
up the vagina, twisted round, pulled out, replaced in 
the tube, and returned to the Board to be examined for 
the specific organism—-which, in the form found in the 
uterus, was so special in appearance that it could be 
detected from any foreign organism that might be present. 
After examining several hundreds of such swabs of cotton 
from many parts of the United Kingdom, he thonght it 
pretty certain that only one kind of epizootic abortion 
existed in cattle, namely, contagious abortion, due to the 
specific bacillus exhibited. 

Regarding redwater, in the Laboratory were animals 
infected with American, African, and English redwater, 
and part of the work which was being done was to estab- 








lish whether the piroplasm of African, American and 
English redwater was one and the same thing. Regard- 
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ing the identity of the various types of redwater, he| and a diagnosing laboratory for glanders, anthrax, and 
was not yet prepared to make a statement, but he had | the various diseases of interest to the Board. With 
now the experimental proof that British ticks could| regard to anthrax, Mr. Stockman explained that with 
carry the more virulent tropical type of redwater, and|the assistance of manufacturers of feeding cake, they 
therefore this disease could not only be introduced, but} were trying, by an examination of the various appliances 
could be permanently established on British pastures if| used in the preparation of cake to find out whether 
infected animals were imported. |the spores were present on the grain or whether they 
The next specimen exhibited was the piroplasm| were introduced into cake in the process of manu- 
parvum, the cause of East Coast fever. Mr. Stockman | facture. 
pointed out that the infection could only be produced| In the stables could be seen cows which were expected 
by the aid of ticks ; the mere injection of blood from a! to abort, and a bull kept exclusively for cows that 
diseased animal to a clean animal would not produce the | aborted. Mr. Stockman mentioned that this bull was 
disease, and in this it differed from the Texas type of | never allowed to serve a healthy cow except for experi- 
piroplasmosis. He had obtained some ticks fed on dis-| ment. The temperature of all animals were taken every 
eased animals in South Africa, and after they had | night, in many cases every morning, so that any change 
moulted he had produced in England at least three cases | in an animal’s condition might be immediately notified 





of typical East Coast fever, ending in death. 

Referring to the specimen of the typanosoma of sleep- 
ing-sickness, he pointed out that although the Laboratory 
had nothing to do with this malady, there were other 
diseases in animals which » ere analagous, such as nagana 
in cattle, and surra ; and sleeping-sickness was interest- 
ing as following very much the same process of infection, 
z.e., the parasite was inoculated by a blood-sucking fly. 

He specially called attention to the specimen of living 
trypanosoma dimorphon, which affected cattle and 
horses in West Africa, because the specimen demons- 
trated the method of making the diagnosis. They would 
see the trypanosomes wriggling about in the field of the 
microscope. One of the veterinary staff of the Board 
had brought this disease to the Laboratory from 
Nigeria in two monkeys, and he had had the oppor- 
tunity of studying it apart from complicating diseases 
which, in the tropics, made it so difficult tu be certain 
that a patient was suffering from one disease alone and 
not a combination of blood infections. 

Another interesting specimen, although not of so 
much interest at the present time as a year or two, 
was the epizootic lymphangitis pus. The causal cryp- 
tococci could be seen stained and unstained. ‘The 
disease was stamped out, but it might be imported 
again, and it was very important that veterinary sur- 
geons should know how to recognise it. 

Beturning to the subject of abortion, Mr. Stockman 
pointed out that the abortion bacillus was also found 
inside the stomach of the calf (a specimen of which he 
exhibited). That was acurions fact, as the foetus in 
utero had generally been regarded as aseptic. He had, 
however, frequently found in fresh fcetuses a micro- 
organism invasion of the stomach contents ; and in ani- 
mals infected with the abortion bacillus the latter could 
often be found growing in the mucoid contents of the 
stomach. He was not quite sure but that that observa- 
tion might not in the end lead to the explanation of 


and an examination made. 
| _ In the grounds were poultry runs, rabbit houses, and 
| Sheds for guinea-pigs, which were bred on the spot. In 
the experimental water-tight pig-styes were swine which 
| had been immunised against swine-fever. 
A glass building was described by Mr. Stockman as a 
| shed for fly experiments : living animals could be placed 
|in the building, and blood-sucking flies or warble flies 
jturned loose therein, and their behaviour in relation 
|to the animals could be observed from without. This 
| building could be artificially heated if necessary. 

A destructor was also in process of construction. 

Tea was served on the lawn, and before dispersing 
the members who attended the meeting, which was 
of a unique character in the history of Veterinary 
Medical Society gatherings, personally expressed their 
thanks to Mr. Stockman for his kindness in showing 
them the establishment and for his exceedingly interest- 
ing demonstration. They also expressed their high ap- 
preciation of the assistance which the Board were now 
giving to veterinary inspectors in the diagnosis of con- 
tagious diseases, and of the investigations which were 
| being carried on for the general benefit of stockowners, 


THE NINTH 
INTERNATIONAL VETERINARY CONGRESS. 
THE HAGUE.—SEPTEMBER 13—19, 1909. 

Under the High Patronage of His Royal Highness 
Prince Henry of the Netherlands, Duke of Mecklen- 
burg. 

National Committees. 
Ho.titanp.—The Executive Committee has nominated 
director of the Secretary’s Office of the Congress at the 
| Hague: Mr, Z. To. DE JoNGH VAN ARKEL, head of the 





diarrhoea in newly-born animals—that the foetus prob- | department in the Ministry of Agriculture at The Hague. 
ably could be infected inside its mother’s uterus, and| ARGENTINE.—The Committee is not yet constituted. 
when the first milk was swallowed an abnormal fermen-| AUsTRIA.—Prof. Dr. JosepH Bayer, Hofrat, Rector 





tation resulted. He had, however, no experimental 
facts to support his statement. 


He concluded his demonstration by exhibiting ticks | 


iu various stages of development. 

Mr. Stockman then conducted the members over 
the laboratory. Considering ihe establishment had only 
been taken possession of two months, good progress had 
been made. The laboratory contained many up-to- 
date appliances, some of which could be advantage- 
ously used by practitioners, such as a Fletcher geyser, 
by which boiling water could be obtained in two or 
three minutes. There was also a large centrifugaliser 
in the grounds, capable of a speed of 4000 revolutions a 
minute, worked by an oil engine, which also drove the 
chaff cutter and pulper. 

Included in the building, which at present stands on 
about four acres, were incubator and _ photographic 
rooms, a room for the manufacture of media for cultures, 


|of the High Veterinary School, Vienna; Mr. ANTON 
| Brnper, k. k. Ministerialrat and Veterinarreferent at 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Vienna. 

Betcium.—Mr. A. Deetve, Director of the Veterinary 
| Schoel at Brussels ; Dr. Sruspe, Chief Veterinary In- 
spector at the Ministry of Agriculture at Brussels, and 
others. 

Butearta.— Mr. I. TuLerr, Chief of the Veterinary 
Service and of the stud. 

Denmark.—President : Prof. B. Banc, Copenhagen ; 
Member: Prof. C. O. JENsEN, Copenhagen. 

ENGLAND.—Professors JoHN M‘FapDYEAN, London ; 
J.R. U. Dewar, Edinburgh; A. E. Merram, Dublin ; 
W. O. Wit.1aMs, Liverpool; Messrs. J. ABson, Sheffield ; 
G. A. Banna, Cambridge ; F. W. Garnett, Winder- 
mere; W. HuntinG, London; J. Matcotm, Birming- 
J. F. Smapson, Maidenhead ; S. Stockman, London ; 
R. C. Triccer, Newcastle, Staffs., and others. 
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TUBERCULOSIS OF DORSAL VERTEBR IN A MARE. 
Illustrating case by Myr. W. Brown, M.R.C.VS., 
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Se sees SF Se ’ 1. Anus 2. Vagina. 3. Pubis symhysis cut through 
sy seree +  +e&esBladder pushed over to right of abdomen to expose abscess. 
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: " ; 5. Uterus. 6. Abscess 



















1. Uterus 2 Situation of abscess 
2 Bladder pushed over to right of abdomen to expose abscess 
3. Vagina 4 Pubis Symphysis 





Left view of Pelvic contents. ete 


A. Anus’ A’ Rectum, A’ Stricture, A’ Floating Colon 
B. Vulva, B’ Vagina, B! Uterus C. Bladder D. Abscess 


ABDOMINAL ABSCESS. e SR SS.. 2t3 





Illustrating case by Capt. J. J. Aitken, AVC, 
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FrANCE.—Messrs. ARLOING, Director of the State 
Veterinary School at Lyon ; Barrier, Director of the 


State Veterinary School at Alfort ; Caprot, Professor 
of the State Veterinary School at Alfort; CHAUVEAU, 
General Inspector of the Veterinary Schools ; Darsor, 


Senator ; Rapraux, General Inspector of the Epizooti- 
cal Service ; VALLéE, Professor of the State Veterinary 
School at Alfort. 

GERMANY.—President : Dr. Lyptin, Geheimer Ober- 
regierungsrat, Baden-Baden Profs. Dr. OsTERTAaa, 
Geheimrat, Director of the Veterinary Department in 
the Reichs- Gesdnunheitsamt, Berlin; Dr. ScHMALTz, 
Rector of the Veterinary High School, Berlin. 

Iraty.-—The formation of this Committee has not yet 
been settled. 

Huneary.—President : 
Budapest ; Vice-President : 
Budapest. 

Norway.— Dr. med. O. Mam, Director of the Veteri 
nary Administration at Christiana. 

RoumMantA.—Mr. ATANASIU, Professor and Director 
of the Veterinary High School, Professor at the Faculty 
of Sciences ; Messrs. ConsTaNTINiscU, Director of the 
Military Veterinary Service; Frtip, Professor of the 
Veterinary High School, member of the Veterinary 
Commission. 

Russta.—The constitution of this 
yet known. 

Servia.— President: Mr. A. Popovics, Chief of the 
Veterinary Service at the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Commerce at Belgrade. 

Soutu Arrica.— Messrs. H. Storpy, Principal 
Veterinary Surgeon, Nairobi (Brit. E. Africa); J. D. 
Bortuwick, Chief Veterinary Surgeon, Capetown ; 
Wm. Rosertson, Director of the Veterinary Labaratory, 
Grahamstown (Cay e Colony) ; H. Watkins-PrrcHrorp, 
Government Bacteriologist, Pietermaritzburg (Natal) ; 
J. M. Sinciarr, Chief Veterinary Surgeon (Rhodesia) ; 
C. E. Gray, Pricripal Veterinary Surgeon, Pretoria ; 
J. M. Curisty, Assistant Principal Veterinary Surgeon, 


Dr. F. Hutyra, Hofrat, 
Dr. St. von Ratz, 


Prof. 
Prof. 


Committee is not 


Pretoria; Dr. A. TaetLter, Government Veterinary 
Bae teriologist, Pretoria (Transvaal). 
Sparn.—Dr. R. Turro, Director of the Bacteriologi- 


cal Laboratory at Barcelona; Mr. DemMatrio GALAN, 
Professor of the Veterinary School at Saragossa. 
SweEpEN.— President: Mr. G. Ks ErRuxurF, Medizinalrat 
and Member of the Royal College at Stoc kholin ; Secre- 
tary: Mr. G. Reaner, Military Veterinary Surgeon 
and Member of the Agricultural Service at Stoe kholm. 
SWITZERLAND.— Mr. E. Hess, Professor of the Uni- 
versity at Berne. 
Unirep States oF America.— Messrs. LEONARD 
Pearson, Philadelphia ; V. A. Moore, Cornell Univer- 
sity, Ithaca, New York; Austin PeTrers, Boston, Massa- 


suchetts ; H. P. Lisman, Hartford, Connecticut ; W. H. 
Hoskins, 3314 Powelton Ave, Philadelphia, Pennsyl- 
vania; A. D. Metvry, Bureau of Animal Industry, 


Washington, D.C.; W.H. Datrymp.e, Baton Rouge, 


Louisiana, and others. 


PROGRAMME, 
A.—-The Congress will open on Septe mber 13th and 
close on September 18th, 1909. 
B. Official opening meeting : September 13th, at 
2 o'clock p.m. 
C.— General meetings : Sept. 14 hth, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 


at 9 o'clock a.m. Sept. 14 ith at 2.30 o'clock p.m. 


Subjects, 

1. Government efforts against swine plague and hog- 
cholera (swine-fever) based upon the recent researches 
regarding their etiology, vaccination, sero-vaccination, &c. 

_2. The protection of the practice of veterinary medi- 
cine. 





3. The rdle of the veterinarian as expert in zootech- 
nical questions. 

4. The conditions necessary to obtain the doctorate 
in veterinary science. 

5. The sanitary control of milk and the obligatory 
systematic inspection of meat. 

6. The methods employed in removing the carcases 
and meat, with the object of rendering them harmless. 

7. The prophylaxis and pathology of protozoan 
diseases (piroplasmoees, try panosomoses) with demon- 
stration of the specific parasites and of the transmitting 
animals (ticks, mosquitoes, etc.) 

8. The governmental control of sera and bacterial 
products and their preparation by the Government. 

9. Avian tuberculosis in its relation to tuberculosis 
in mammalia. 

10 The sterility of cows and its dependence upon 
the infectious diseases of the genital organs. 


11. Governmental efforts against tuberculosis, with 
regard to the ways of infection in this disease. 
12. Construction and interior of stables in relation 


to the prophylaxis of diseases of animals, especially 
tuberculosis, and also to the hygiene of milk. 
D.—Sections of the 
1. Public veterinary medicine ; control of food. LIL. 
Pathology and bacteriology. III. Practical veterinar 
medicine. IV. Zootechny and veterinary hygiene. V. 
Tropical diseases of animals. 

E. the 16th and 17th 


Vongre $3: 


Meetings of Sections: September 


at 2.30 o'clock p.m. 
First SEcTrion. 

1. Inspection of tish, game, poultry, crustacew, and 
of other animal foods, not included in the question 5 of 
the general meetings, in relation to the hygiene of man. 

2. Insurance of stock in relation to obligatory meat 
inspec tion. 

3. Disinfection of the vebicles of 
animal products in international traffic. 

4. Sero-therapy and sero-prophylaxis of foot-and- 
mouth disease and their value from the point of view of 
legal sanitary police. 

SEcOND SEcTION. 

1. The diagnosis of infectious diseases by means of 
the recently discovered reactions of immunity (except 
the subcutaneous injection of tuberculin and ma!lein.) 

2. Etiology and pathogeny of malignant tumours, 
especially of carcinoma. 

3. Vaccivation against tuberculosis. 

4. Anatomo- and _histo-pathological 
rabies. 


transport and 


diagnosis of 


THIRD SEcTION. 

1. Specific chronic enteritis of cattle. 
2. Infectious pleuro-pneumonia of horses. 

3. Hemostasis in the modern methods of castration. 

4. Pathology and therapeutics of streptococcic in- 
fections in the domestic animals. 

5. New investigations of the two last years concern- 
ing chronic deforming arthritis of horses. 

FourtH SEcrTIon. 

1. Physiology of milk-secretion; relation between 
the external form cf cows and the production of milk. 

2. Intluence of the various foods upon the quality of 
the products (meat, milk). Application of Kellner’s 
principle in the nourishing of animals from the point of 
view of the production of ‘milk, meat, and strength. 

3. Prevention of the prejudicial effects of the forced 
breeding for special purposes. 

4. Teaching of zootechny. 

FirraH SkcTIon. 
1. Hygiene in the maritime transport of cattle. 
2. Sanitary police in colonies. 
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3. Teaching and laboratories for research in tropical 
diseases. 


F.—Official closing meeting: September the 18th at 
2 o'clock p.m. 


Nore. 


The amount of the contribution has been fixed at 10 
guilders = 17 shillings = 21 francs = 17 Marks. 

The application for the membership is to be addressed 
to Prof. ). F. van Esveld, of the State Veterinary 
School at Utrecht, General Treasurer, accompanied by 
an order for the above-mentioned amount. 

The members will receive the plan of the statute of 
the Congress, in addition to their card. 

During the Congress the monument of the late Pro- 
fessor Thomassen will be inaugurated in the Veteri- 
nary School at Utrecht.—-For the Executive Committee, 

W. C. ScurmMet, President. 
D. A. De Jong, General Secretary. 


THE ETIOLOGY OF RICKETS. 
To the Editor of the British Medical Journal. 


Sir,— While the discussion of this subject is pregnant 
with interest, it is most apparent that we are far from 
being positive as to the exact cause of rickets. In one 
case we may enunciate a theory which in every way ap- 
pears to be suitable, yet we get another case which up- 
sets all our former ideas and deductions, and this 
also appears to vary with different districts. Whilst 
town practitioners will generally state that environ- 
ment is the chief reason, in the country the reverse will 
be believed. Undoubtedly the evil feeding and environ- 
ment play important parts in the etiology of rickets. 
Without going into details as to my reasons, a very 
lucid opinion on the subject was given in the Journal 
of August 22nd by a writer whose experience added 
great weight to the argument. The purport of my 
communication is to compare a case from the animal 
kingdom which will illustrate the several distinctive 
features. 

Whilst on a visit to a friend, who is a farmer in 
Warwickshire, my attention was attracted by the 
peculiar appearance of a young colt I saw in one of the 
stables, the atmosphere and sanitation of which was 
extremely bad, and the floor damp. It certainly was 
one of the most miserable specimens of horseflesh one 
could imagine. The ankle and knee-joints—or, rather, 
the ends of the bones entering into the formation of 
those joints—were greatly enlarged, nodular, and 
irregular, the long were bent with the convexity for- 
ward in the front legs and inwards in the hind legs ; 
the coat was shaggy, hard, and dry ; the eyes dull and 
heavy ; and it could hardly stand, much less walk. 
inquired the cause of this condition, and was told that 
the mother of the colt died a few days after it was foaled, 
and they had endeavoured to rear it by artiticial feeding. 
[t was given milk—-at times skimmed or separated- 
and confined to this close, badly ventilated stable. I 
examined it carefully, and came to the conclusion it was 
suffering from a condition analogous to rickets in in- 
fants. I told the farmer I thought it was rickets, due to 
improper feeding and bad atmosphere, and just casually 
told him I should get the colt into an open field, with a 
warm cloth upon it, bringing it in at night, and giving 
it plenty of cream in the milk mixed with 10 per cent. 
of lime water. 

When I visited the farm again in a few months the 
colt presented a strikingly changed condition: It was 
now a normal colt to all appearances—perhaps not 
quite so large as it should have been, but otherwise 
apparently healthy. The farmer told me that for a 








month or two he followed out the cream and lime 
water and fresh air, and the result was as I saw it. 

Now, with the etiology of rickets so obscure, I would 
not venture to give an opinion with such a limited ex- 

erience, but personally, my experience among children 
is that feeding and environment together are the causes, 
and while, possibly, one may produce rickets, perhaps, 
in a modified form, one factor intensifies the other and 
so produces the condition of rickets we are all so 
familiar with.—I am, ete., 

CLEMENT BetcHer, M.B., D.P.H. 


Birmingham, Aug. 22. 


Alleged Worrying at Norton, Sheffield. 


At Sheffield County Court on Friday August 28th, 
before his Honour Judge Benson, an action to recover 
£50. was brought by Henry John Rose, Hazlehurst 
Farm, Norton, against the Rev. George W. Hall, Norton 
Vicarage, and Mr. F. Dickenson Wild, Norton Grange, 
for damages sustained owing to a flock of sheep having 
been chased by defendants’ two dogs and injured. 

Mr. Wing appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. Ellison, 
barrister, appeared for the defence. 

The plaintiff, in his evidence, said he had been a 
farmer all his life, and a breeder and rearer of lambs. 
In October last year he had 70 ewes. On October 5th 
he divided them into two flocks of 45 and 25 respec- 
tively. They remained together until the 16th of 
October, when he removed the entire flock to Mr. Fidler’s 
field, known as Town Field. No dogs were used in re- 
removing them, because they would have irritated the 
sheep. On Sunday, October 20th, Mr. Fidler and Mr. 
Rhodes came to his farm with a sheep in a float, and 
made a report to him. Plaintiffexamined the ewe and 
found it very badly bitten about the neck and ears. Its 
shoulder was also injured, and he dressed it. From 
what was said to him he proceeded immediately after- 
wards to Mr. Hall’s house. On the way he had to pass 
the field where the sheep were kept. 

The 69 ewes were terribly frightened and appeared 
to be “blown.” He said to Mr. Hall that he understood 
one of his degs had been worrying one of his (plaintiff’s) 
sheep, and Mr. Rhodes who accompanied him, said 
“This is the dog.” Mr. Hall said, «Do you think my 
dog could worry a sheep ?” Witness replied, “ Well, it 
was doing.” Witness said he would very much like Mr. 
Hall to take over the flock of sheep at cost price, as the 
damage might be serious. Hr. Hall replied “Oh, no, 
no; whatever could I do with a flock of sheep ‘like 
those?” Witness afterwards visited Mr. Wild’s where 
he and Mr. Rhodes saw an Irish terrier in the kitchen. 
Mr. Rhodes identitied the dog as one which kad been 
chasiug the sheep. Mr. Wild was not in then, but wit- 
ness, accompanied by Mr. Fidler, saw him the same 
evening. He told him that one of his dogs had been worry- 
ing one ot his (plaintiffs) sheep, and that he was afraid 
the damage would be serious. The next day, Monday, 
October 21st, Mr. Hall came to the farm and witness 
showed him: the ewe, which he examined. Mr. Hall 
said “ Well, Rose ; will £4 be any use to you?” Wit- 
ness replied, “ No, sir; it would be no use at all. I 
could not take anything at present; I must wait and 
see if the ewe gets better.” He also said the damage 
might be £50 or £100, but he hoped it would not be so 
much 

From that day up to lambing time witness visited the 
sheep daily. The remainder of the ewes were more 
than a week before they settled down again. On 
January 4th one of the ewes died in the field. On 
January 3lst another ewe died. The smallest average 
of lambs which he had experienced in his business of 
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breeder was 14 per ewe, so that 70 ewes should have pro- 
duced 105 lambs. Plaintiff claimed £9 for three dead 
lambs, £3 for other sheep ; £28 for the loss of lambs ; £5 
for the loss on 10 ewes depreciated ; £2 for veterinary sur- 
geons fee, and £3 for extra labour. With regard to the 
last item, witness said for nearly three weeks he had not 
two hours’ rest in bed out of the 24. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Ellison, witness said if there 
had only been a few sheep injured he would not have 
made any trouble about the matter. 

Wm. Rhodes, farm labourer, Norton, deposed to see- 
ing defendant’s dogs chasing plaintiff's sheep on Sunday, 
October 20th last. His attention was first called to the 
occurrence by some men who were passing along the 
road. The dogs were worrying one of the sheep, which 
was on the ground. He lifted it up and it could not 
stand. ‘The others were all flocked together in the corner 
of the field. Witness pulled off his belt and drove the 
dogs off, Mr. Hall’s being the first to ran away. The 
sheep was badly injured. He followed the dogs into 
Norton village and afterwards saw them both. He also 
spoke to taking the sheep to plaintiff's farm along with 
Mr. Fidler. 

A number of other witnesses also spoke to the occur- 
rence including Joseph Hughes, junr., Mr. Gibbs, coach- 
man to Mr. Bagshawe, and Frederick Fidler, farmer, 
Hemsworth. Thos. Barton, employed by Mr. Rose, 
spoke to the condition of the dead sheep when opened, 
and Walter Taylor deposed to seeing Mr. Wild’s dog 
chasing sheep on a previous oocasion. 

Hy. Robert Crossland, farmer, Grindleford, gave evi- 
dence as an expert in reference to the harm which would 
be done to ewes being chased by dogs. He caused much 
laughter by observing to Mr. ‘lison, who was closely 
fea examining, “ You don’t seem to know much about 
shee 

Mr. John Henry Yates, M.R.C.V.S., was also examined 
at length, and in reply to His Honour said that the 
chasing of the ewes so far back as October would account 
for their condition in the February following 

Mr. Edward G. Johnson, M.R.C.V.S., gold medalist, 
and who has acted as Inspector for the "Board of Agri- 
culture, gave it as his opinion that in the case of dogs 
chasing 70 ewes, the fact that one was directly attacked 
and badly u: sed, would not necessarily mean that it 
was affected worse than the others in regard to lambing. 
The sheep who were not attacked wight subsequently 
suffer more than the one which was attacked by the dogs. 

Prof. Owen Williams, F.R.C V.S., (Liverpool Uni- 
versity), and President for two years of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons, also gave evidence. 

"This closed the case for the plaintiff. 

Mr. Ellison urged that a joint action was bound to 
fail, and His Honour having heard several cases quoted, 
upheld the point, and Mr. Wing elected to proceed 
against Mr. Wild, Mr. Hall’s name being struck out. 

THE DEFENCE. 

Mr. J. Abson, F.R.C.V.S., President of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons in 1905, said he did not 
think the sheep had received a very serious shock by 
being chased by the dogs, and did not agree that their 
condition afterwards was caused by this. 

Mr. Henry Moore, M.R.C.V.S., W Jorksop, and veteri- 
nary surgeon to the ‘Dukes of Portland and Newcastle, 
also disagreed with the suggestion that the chasing of 
the sheep in October had any connection with the loss 
of lambs. 

In cross-examination he said a thunderstorm or any 
other kind of fright might account for the large per- 
percentage of sheep which had been affected. He should 
conclude that the sheep, judging from their condition, 
had been frightened at some time. 

Evidence was also given by Mr. J. Talbot, M.R.C.V.S. 
of Tuxford, veterinary surgeon to Earl Manvers, and 


Lord Saville; a ftlockmaster named Murray, from 
Northumberland, and Herbert Stephenson, farmer, of 
Rotberham 

His Honour, after a lengthy hearing, said, consider- 
ing the difference of opinion of the learned professional 
witnesses, it was impossible for him to assign the real 
reason for the loss of plaintiff's sheep, and he gave judg- 
ment for the defendant.— Yorkshire Telegraph. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 





EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES FOR COMMISSIONS IN 
THE ARMY VETERINARY Corps, AUGUST, 1908. 


MEDICINE. 

(Time allowed—Two Hours. Full marks— ov. 
1. What are the causes which may lead to Gangrene 
of the Lungs? What are the symptoms of the condition ? 
(250 marks.) 
2. What causes may give rise to Flatulent Colic ? 
Write a clinical description of a case. (250 marks.) 
3. With what conditions might Glanders of the Skin 
(Farcy) be confounded ? Differentiate them. (250 marks) 
4. What is the incubative period of—(a) Foot-and- 
Mouth disease? (4) Rabies ? (c) Rinderpest ? (250 marks) 
5. How do the symptoms of Black Quarter differ 
from those of Antkrax ? (100 marks). 
6. What isthe habitat of the larve of—(a) Gastro- 
philus Equi? (4) Hypoderma Bovis? How do they 

reach the situations in which they are usually found ? 
(50 marks). 
7. What are the symptoms of Hydrothorax in the 
horse ? (50 marks). 

HYGIENE. 
(Time allowed—-Two Hours. Full marks—1000), 


1. State what you know of the habit, special charac- 
teristics, and value in hay of the following grasses and 
lants :— (a) Crested dog’s tail; (4) Timothy; (ce) 
Ttalian clover ; (¢) Rye grass ; (¢) Lucerne. (250 marks) 

2, An outbreak of Sarcoptic Mange having occurred 
in a stud of which you are in veterinary charge ; draw 
up alist of the measures you would propose for its 
eradication, and give the reasons for their adoption. 

(250 marks) 

3. Describe various methods of securing horses in 
stables, and give your views as to their snitability. 

(250 marks). 

4. Describe fully the routine of groominga horse, the 
tools employed and their uses. (250 marks), 


SURGERY. 
(Time allowed—T'wo Hours. Full marks—1000). 


1. A horse is brought to hospital with a firm swelling 
as large as an apple low down on the side of the neck be- 
tween the point of the shonlder and the jugular furrow. 
There are two sinuses discharging pus on the surface of 
the swelling. It is said to have gradually increased in 
size and to have been two months in evidence. 

State your ideas to the probable cause of such a con- 
dition, and detail your method of treatment. (250 marks) 

2. “ Picked up nail” is a common injury to horses. 
Describe the symptoms which may be exhibited and 
the injuries which may result from this cause. (250 marks) 

3. Describe in detail the position and arrangement 
of the horse’s molar teeth. Describe two surgical con- 
ditions resulting from irregularities of the teeth. 

(250 marks). 

4. What are the causes of (a) capped hock, (6) 
capped elbow Describe the appearances of recent and 
chronic cases, and state what treatment you would 
adopt. 250 marks), 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903} SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
ie ea 
Foot- Glanders Rabies. Sh 
Anthrax. and-Mouth | (including Cases oop Swine Fever 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out- Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-| Out- | Slanyb. 
jbreaks| mals. fbreaks| mals. [breaks| mals. Dogs. | Other breaks) breaks. | tered * 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Aug. 29 |v 20 | 14 49 1 19 417 
1907 16 26 18 35 + 44 108 
Corresponding week in | 1808 18 : 24 36 2 18 81 
1905 19 21 25 48 6 12 77 
| 
Total for 35 weeks, 1908 | 761 1015 | 3 112 555 =1758 637 1471 8500 
( 1907 750 992 | 628 1440 416 1823 8495 
Corresponding period in { 1906 620 908 763 1425 300 787 4420 
1905 665 915 861 1491 660 604 2749 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Sept. 1, 1908. 

IRELAND. Week ended Aug. 22 1 1 A 24 3 | 
1907 ee os ee ee os 5 44 
Corresponding Week in ; 1906 we os 1 1 3 6 10 
1905 1 3 oa a : 4 83 
Total for 34 weeks, 1908 6 9 274 130 2749 
1907 1 3 4 8 189 98 | 1587 
Corresponding period in {3906 3 7 6 14 159 74 830 
1905 3 5 13 35 228 124 1199 








Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction 


Norg.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate o 














for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Aug. 26, 1908. 


nly. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 





The Curse of Glanders. 
T'o the Editor of The Sportsman. 


Sir,—Noticing an occasional letter in your paper about 
glanders, and as an owner who has recently had a scare 
concerning this complaint in my stable, I think it would 
be well if owners and trainers interested themselves 
further, with a view to safeguarding themselves against 
this complaint. Fortunately, my case only turned out a 
false alarm, but it is not pleasant to have a valuable 
racehorse tested with mallein, and from further en- 
quiries I have caused to be made I find it is a fact that 
there are frequent cases of the disease now prevalent 
in this country, more especially in the towns, and the 
Board of Agriculture regulations are quite inadequate 
as to cleansing and disinfecting the alley companies 
horse-boxes. 

If owners and trainers were more fully alive to the 
fact that if after sending a horse by train it returned 
home glandered, and it were consequently necessary, as 


it is under the new Act, to have this animal slaughtered, | 


and in addition all their horses that had been in contact 


with it tested for glanders, and those found to have | 


caught the disease also destroyed, we should probably 
hear more stir about it, for it would undoubtedly be the 
ruin of many a small owner or trainer, and under the 
present circumstances there is no great improbability of 
this happening to anyone. I write in the hope that the 
matter may be further enquired into and taken up.— 
Yours truly, 

AN OWNER AND BREEDER OF THOROUGHBREDS. 
September 1. 


Warts and X-Rays. 


The are a great many warts, especially in children, 
that require no treatment at all, for they cause little 
or no discomfort, and by the age at which personal 
appearance becomes a prime consideration they very 
often disappear spontaneously. 

Nevertheless, there are patients who suffer from warts 
to such a degree that the doctor is asked to remove 
them, and it is worth while to know that the very 
simplest way of getting rid of a wart is by a single ap- 
plication of the X-rays. The mode of application in the 
case of warts is very similar to that employed in ring- 
worm. The wart does not fall off during the actual 
application, but within a week or ten days afterwards 
it simply drops off, leaving smooth and healthy skin 
behind it. The time occupied by each sitting is some- 
thing between fifteen and thirty minutes, and no dress- 
| ings or other application are required. The procedure 
| gives a minimum amount of trouble to the patient, a 
maximum of certainty of immediate cure, and no 
| scarring. 
| One kind of wart which is particularly annoying to 
| its possessor is that which grows upon the scalp amongst 
the hair. Every time the head is combed the teeth of 
the comb may catch the wart, and give rise not only to 
acute pain, but also not infrequently to bleeding. These 
warts may occur in people who are quite grown up or 
even past middle life. It is as easily cured by an 4 
— of the X-rays as are the warts upon juvenile 
ands.— The Hospital. 
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The Jury Lists. 


The lists of the names of all persons liable to serve 
as jurymen over England and Wales for the ensuing 
year will be exhibited on the doors of every church, 
chapel, and other public places of religions worship on 
Snnday next and two following weeks. 

These lists can be publicly inspected, and unless objec- 
tion is sent in to the overseers of the respective parishes 
during the month of September by persons who desire 
to claim exemption, their names will be returned, and 
they will be liable to serve on special and common juries, 
when summoned. 

Persons over 60 years are exempt, as also are members 
of Parliament, judges, doctors, professional men, and 
others. 


Taxicab Peril. 


While a taximeter cab, occupied by two ladies, sisters, 
was proceeding along Westminster Bridge Road at 
about half-past one on Wednesday last, it suddenly 
burst into flames. One of the ladies was able to jump 
out unharmed, but the other was so seriously burned 
that she became nconscious, and was taken, in another 
cab, to Charing Cross Hospital in a critical condition 
The chauffeur was not injured, but the cab itself was 
almost totally destroyed. 


OBITUARY. 
Grorce Jones Emerton, M.R.C.V.S., Stony Stratford. 
Graduated, Lond: April, 1863. 
Mr. Emerton died on the 15th August, at Wolver 
ton, Bucks, at the age of 84. 


Rovert L. Dawson, M.R.C.V.S., Rayne-by-Insch, Aber- 
deenshire. Edin: April, 1869. 


Personal. 


Epwarps—ATKINSON.—On the 19th August, at Ox- 
ton Road Congregational Church, Birkenhead, by the 
Rev. W. Lower Carter, M.A., Fred. G. Edwards, F.R.c.v.s. 
of Chester, to Edith, second danghter of the late Alfred 
Atkinson and of Mrs. Atkinson, of 26 North Road, 
Birkenhead. At home, 5 Newgate Street, Chester, Oct. 
19th, 20th, 21st, and 22nd. 

Mr. H. THackeray, M.R.C.V.S., was one of the 
Judges in the Horse Shoeing Competition at the St» fford- 
shire Agricultural Society at Burslem ; and an examiner 
for the R.S.S. Certificate. 


Mr. J. ABson, F.R.C.V.S., was one of the examiners 
for the R.SS. Certificate under the Worshipful Company 
of Farriers, at Huddersfield. 


University of London—Veterinary Science. 


The Preliminary Examination in Veterinary Science 
for internal and external students was held in July last. 
The following names are from the Pass List :-— 
Inorganic Chemistry and Experimental Physics. 
2401. James Thomas Edwards, Royal Veterinary 
College ' 
Inorganic Chemistry only. 
2402. Frank Fielding Horton,* Royal Veterinary 
College. 7 
The Intermediate Examination in Veterinary Science 
(Part [.) for external students was also held in July: 
2452. Thomas Chivers Graves, Royal Veterinary 
College. ; 
2451. Alfred Leslie Sheather, private tuition. 


*This candidate has already passed in Experimental Physics 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


GLANDERS IN LONDON. 
Sir, 

The report of the inquest on a case of glanders in man 
was not quite accurate. I did say that some horse-slaugh- 
terers would remove a diseased horse without notifying it, 
and would even go so far, in order to disguise the existence 
of glanders in the animal, as to destroy the affected parts. 
This reference was not directed against the firm of Messrs, 
Harrison, Barber and Co., of London, who I am pleased to 
say afford the assistance they possibly can. This firm is 
the only licensed horse-slaughterers in London, and the 
Directors afford all the help they can to the London County 
Council in detecting glanders. 

Unfortunately there are around the Metropolis a number 
of horse-slaughterers’ places to which London horses can 
be sent and where no inspection takes place. The surroun? 
ing County Authorities exercise no supervision over these 
places such as would lead to the detection of glandered 
horses received there, and the consequence is that some 
horse-owners take advantage of the facility for slipping 
diseased animals without notification, The inspection of 
slaughter-houses in London leads to the discovery of about 
one case of glanders every week which would escape notice 
if these places were left uninspected, as are those in the 
surrounding counties. It is obvious that so long as Surrey, 
Middlesex, Essex, and Hertfordshire fail to prevent glanders 
being detected in London we shall have a much harder task 
in stamping-out than was anticipated. The continuance of 
disease in London means the continued infection of the 
horses in surrounding districts, and thus expense and loss 
must be incurred by the Metropolis and by the counties 
around, 

One would imagine that with mutual interests to protect 
a little more joint action might well be adopted.—Yours 
truly, Witiiam Hyxntine 


§.P.C.A. AND THE VETERINARY PROFESSION. 
Sir, 

I had read with the greatest interest, both the Editorial 
in your issue of the 22nd, and the able exposition by Mr. 
Peddie of the present strained relations between the 
Societies and the Profession. There can be no question 
but that both sides are absolutely at one on the question of 
cruelty to animals, but where we are at issue is, as to the 
method employed of arriving at a decision of what con- 
stitutes cruelty, and what are fit and proper cases to bring 
forward for prosecution. 

Mr. Peddie fancies that it is the idea of the Societies that 
‘* prosecutions are absolutely essential for their existence,’’ 
at one time I too held this opinion, but of late years it has 
been rather borne upon me that this is not altogether the 
case. lam strongly inclined to thmk that it is the view of 
the inspectors that their welfare and promotion depends to 
a great extent on the convictions (not the prosecutions) that 
they are instrumental in ob aining. 

This opinion is, I think, more than borne out by a careful 
study of the cases brought forward. In many of them the 
cruelty question is subordinated, and many a case of gross 
cruelty is allowed to pass, simply because from the word- 
ing of theinspector's report, a conviction would not appear 
to be obtainahle. 

In this way many trivial cases are brought forward, and 
although a conviction may not be forthcoming, still the un- 
fortunate defendant has to suffer, by loss of time, disloca- 
tion of business, and is further mulcted by invariably hav- 
ing to pay his costs, whilst those of the Society are as 
invariably remitted. 

If I may presume to suggest a remedy, it would be on 
the lines that the Society should in every case before prose- 
cuting obtain the opinion of some fair-minded practitioner 
This would not be expensive, for I feel sure the whole pro- 
fession would unanimously charge a low fee to help a good 
cause, provided always they were treated with the ordinary 








courtesy due to professional men 
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In this way the wheat would be sifted from the chaff, 
only those cases where a prosecution is really desirable 
would be brought forward, and in such as the Society failed 
to prove cruelty it would be only fair and reasonable that 
they should bear both their own and the defendant’s 
costs.—Very faithfully yours, 

GeraLp Broxsomre. 


ALLEGED WORRYING AT NORTON 


Srr, 

In the action brought by a Norton farmer (p. 152) for 
alleged damage to sheep by being chased by dogs, and 
reported in the Yorkshire Telegraph and Star, it is not made 
quite clear to professional readers why such a galaxy of 
professional talent should be needed. ‘The whole point 
turned on the unusual question as to whether sheep put to 
the ram on the 1st of October and chased by dogs on the 
20th of October would sustain sufficient injury to account | 
for the loss of three ewes in lamb, with dead lambs in | 
them, one in January and two in February, and the loss of | 
14 lambs in March, through mal-presentation and being born | 
dead, the normal term of pregnancy having run. There 
were no abortions. As his Honour justly remarked, three 
eminent men, including Professor Williams, were convinced | 
that the chasing of the sheep in the initial stage of preg- | 
nancy was responsible for the loss of lambs five months | 
after, and three equally eminent men were of a directly 
opposite opinion, left him no option but to come to his own 
conclusion which was that it was impossible for him to 
assign the real reason for the loss of plaintiff’s sheep 
and lambs. 

The question might commend itself to some of our | 
veterinary medical meetings, as it is a point of interest to | 
the agricultural community and also to the veterinary | 














profession. 
SPecTATOR 





MR. BANHAM AND TESTIMONIALS. 


Dear Sir, 

Mr. Banham’s remarks are such as are quite worthy of 
consideration, and very serious consideration. There are 
many of us who, although we hold similar views to those of 
Mr. Banham, subscribe our ‘‘ mite ’’ on these occasions to 
do honour to those of our profession whom we consider 
deserve it, but at the same time we do so with feelings 
that it is carrying out the old saying ‘‘to those that have 
shall be given.’’ 

With the idea of recognition of valuable services rendered 
to the profession I am entirely in accord, and I hope we| 
shall always be in a position to confer honour where honour 





means of expressing those feelings which rest entirely with 
this man. It is only a question of ‘‘ thanks, I'll take the 
lot,’’ or of being satisfied with a portion which might 
convey just as much gratification and yet do him more 
honour. 

I venture to suggest that the amount of individual honour 
conferred by these presentations is not always calculated 
by the amount subscribed, and that a man would esteem 
the good wishes and appreciation of his profession if they 
were genuine and carried with them a ‘‘small lasting 
token ’’ of such ; moreover, those who can ill-afford silver 
and gold can and will afford congratulations and good 
wishes, and there are others who think that the recipients 
being at the top of the tree in their profession and well 
blessed with this world’s goods are quite sufficiently 
honoured with the congratulations and good wishes of all 
the profession, rather than with the pecuniary libations of 
a chosen few 

By all means let us have our contributions to these marks 
of esteem and regard, but, with Mr. Banham, I say let us 
try and make the impressions a little less transient than they 
are. At present, an amount of £300 or £400 is collected ; 
the honoured member is asked what he would like. He 
knows the amount of the subscription list, and he chooses 
plate or gold ornaments or something ‘‘ tangible ’’—he is 
often feasted before the presentation, and everybody after 
singing ‘‘ For he’s a jolly good fellow’’ disperses—the 
affair is soon forgotten, until a fresh subscription list comes 
out when a subscriber says: ‘‘ Hullo! this is getting a bit 
thick, it wasn't long since old had his turn,’’ and the 
‘*deserving poor’’ read of all this with mixed feelings— 
with pleasure at an honour toa member of their profession, 
and with regret that ‘they are not as other men are.’’ 

The question is ‘‘ How is this appreciation to have a 
lasting effect?’’ Without casting reflections on the pro- 
cedure which has been adopted in previous cases, I would 





| Suggest that there are several ways. Wehave our Benevolent 


Fund, there are Orphanage Institutions, and Infirmaries, 
and cases are constantly cropping up in which veterinary sur- 
geons are crippled by expensive law cases whi h they have 
no course but to defend, there might also be, as Mr. Banham 
suggests, scholarships. Supposing one of our ‘‘ public men ”’ 
was informed that his subscription list was £350, and he 
was asked how he would like it expended. Naturally a 
man would like ‘‘something’’ to look at and show his 
friends, but a few pounds should be sufficient to gratify this 
desire, and, I venture to say that did he adopt this measure 
and apply the large balance in such a manner that his name 
would be perpetuated. and at the same time confer a benefit 
on others, I think this man’s feelings would be that 
although his presentation did not consist of ‘‘ shoals of 
silver plate’' that his subscriber’s wishes were none the 


is due ; but these occasions are occurring with somewhat less sincere, and he would have the added pleasure of 
alarming rapidity and at a time when the incomes of our | knowing that his memory would be perpetuated in the minds 
professional brethren are subject to ‘‘ market fluctuations ”’ | of his colleagues by having his name attached toa scholar- 
of a somewhat serious character, and, if we look back on | ship, a permanent bed in a hospital to be used for his pro- 
the number of calls that have recently been made on us, | fession, or a constant vote or charity which would enable 
and the accumulated totals of these calls, we can only arrive! an orphan of a veterinary surgeon to be admitted to a 
at one of two conclusisns viz., that there is a good deal | charitable institution and art. bearing his name 
more spare money in the profession than members would| [t is true his family would have no material object to be 
have us believe, or, that we are prepared to practice self- handed down but, on the other hand, he would leave behind 
denial in a truly laudable manner to help recognise these | him a ‘constant reminder '’ to everybody by his name 
‘shining lights ’’ of our profession. | being personally associated with an institution or cause that 
That the recipients of these marks of esteem and regard | was perpetuating his memory in assisting the less fortunate 
fully appreciate their honour 1 do not for one moment! members of his profession, or those depending on them. 
dovbt, and it must be a proud moment for such a man to Mr. Banham has voiced the feeling of many—and I feel 
sit in the ease and luxury of his own house and gaze on | sure that future recipients of these favours will not be mis- 


those marks of appreciation in the form of solid silver | 
articles of ornament and reflect on the high esteem in 
which he is held by his professional brethren. I often | 
wonder if he ever thinks of the other side of the picture, of | 
the position of some of the subscribers who sent a ‘‘ mite ’’ 
(perhaps when they could ill afford it), aad of the still more | 
unfortunate members who, through no fault of their own, | 
were not subscribers owing to financial depression ? It is a | 
contrast, and sn appealing contrast which, if it did nothing 
else, would make the honoured one sigh and reflect ‘‘ poor | 
beggars, lam truly sorry for them ’’—but there are practical | 
i 


| construed if they adopt a procedure somewhat on the above 
lines.—I remain, yours faithfully, 
F.R.C.V.S. 


CoMMUNICATIONS AND Papers Recetvep.—Messrs. J. J. 
Aitken, W. Brown, Lt. G. Rees-Mogg. 

Belfast Evening Teleqraph, The Kentish Gazette. [Aug. 29. 

T.C. Fletcher, F.G. Edwards, 


Messrs. P. J. Simpson, 
F.R.C.V.S. 


Gerald Bloxsome, F.G. Samson. 


Yorkshire Telegraph. [Sept. 5. 











